
Urban Gardening Summer 2022

Arts Street and lead artist, Katy Casper, worked 
with 22 youth artists, ages 14-20, over 6 weeks this 
summer, to learn the principles of permaculture 
design and create a regenerative urban farming 
installation with integrated artistic elements in 
Denver’s La Alma neighborhood. This installation 
is in front of Denver Housing Authority’s Tapiz 
residential public housing. Youth met with 
residents from the community for input on 
planting and design.

Through their experience, youth learned 
techniques for planting and maintaining garden 
space, for creating public art and produced easy to 
share information about the process to educate the 
community. This installation will provide produce 
for the community, educate about permaculture 
and urban farming and beautify the 
neighborhood.

Arts Street Edible Artscapes Project



Arts Street Edible Artscapes Project
Community Education & Poster Design 
Summer 2022

A secondary element of the Edible Artscapes project 
was to educate the youth about urban farming so 
that they could then spread their knowledge into the 
community. Each youth was assigned a topic which 
they researched in depth about urban farming and/or 
the environment (such as bioremediation and 
desertification).  Using Adobe Illustrator, youth then 
digitally designed a symbol for their topic and created 
a poster with facts and illustrations on their subject.

The symbols were also incorporated into the large 
painted mural of the urban garden they created in 
front of DHA’s Tapiz building. The posters will be 
displayed on the new Arts Street website and the 
garden will have signage with a QR code connecting 
the general public to the posters so they can learn 
more.



Denver Night Lights Animation Project

Spring 2022

Arts Street’s project for summer 2022 is called Edible 
Artscapes. This project will include educating the public about 
urban farming, creating a community garden and public art. To 
kick off this project, Arts Street youth artists met with David 
Moke of Night Lights Denver to learn about large scale 
animations. Night Lights Denver projects these animations 
onto Denver’s 16th street clock tower for the public throughout 
the year. Youth learned Illustrator and After Effects software 
from Arts Street instructor, Chelsea Romaniello and created 
animations reflecting different gardening and ecology themes. 
These animations were projected on the clock tower for 
everyone to see on May 19th and 20th and youth were able to 
celebrate this proud moment by viewing their art with family 
and friends.



Edible Artscapes Banner Projects

Summer 2022

As part of the Edible Artscapes summer 
project, Arts Street a team of 20 youth, ages 
14-18, create outdoor banners inspired by 
nature.  Our young artists started by taking a 
field trip to Denver Botanic Gardens, sketch-
ing, and photographing for 
inspiration.  Led by Denver artist, Bree 
Angela, they learned the differences between 
synthetic and natural dyes and created textiles 
using both. The natural dyes were some of the 
favorites as wonderful smells wafted through 
the studio from our dye vats. In addition to 
dying their own fabrics, Denver artist 
Jasmine Wynter led youth in creating 
botanical stencils that were then used with 
spray paint on upcycled vinyl. Their beauti-
ful hand-dyed fringe was used to add a fun 
flourish.  Some of these amazing banners can 
be seen outside of the Osage Café & Mercado 
at 1015 Osage St. and on the patio of Decatur 
Fresh at 995 Decatur St.
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